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Biopharma 
Global Value 
Chain Flows –
Mapping 
ownership and 
supply 
relationships of the 
top 20508 firms 
that participate in 
the Biopharma 
GVC 

• Biopharma is the fastest growing sector in Europe, attracting the largest proportion 
of investment, with 77 multinational firms and 6505 operating establishments

• The average R&D investment by the parents is over €53 mln (2013) with average 
profits of €49 mln (2013) and revenue from sales over €512 mln (2013) 

• Biopharma GVC is entangled in finance, business and management services, and 
wholesale, retail, trade services that secure financing of the R&D and the 
manufacturing operations

• There is simultaneously increasing specialization within firms, and new emergent 
diversification portfolios

• The GVC is pulled by the output markets, including pharma wholesale and retail (31, 
32), cosmetics (23), medical instruments, dental, hospital and electro-therapeutic 
manufacturing (26) and agro-food, drinks and bio-products (51)

• Innovation from all other sectors is integrated in the biopharma GVC, including 
chemicals, plastics, eco-bio products, miscellaneous products, miscellaneous 
services, medical and hospital services
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